SOME WHEAT MAINLY CHAFF
FALL PLANTED DNS
 Man what a spring!  In like a lamb --?  A lot of things happened since we last communicated. This past fall many of you planted DNS as a winter crop.  We have screened many of the public varieties and most all of the private varieties for winter survival in the past four years.  Our results have shown a consist preference for private varieties as opposed to public varieties both for survival and yield.  During this last winter we had some December weather events that separated the men from the boys so to speak.  Cabernet and Malbec survived very well.  After walking many miles and looking at many fields, we concluded the damage that occurred was more a function of seeding depth and timing of seeding than any other variable. In many of the fields the seed bed prep was not optimized. Seed was planted anywhere from 31/2 inches to 1 inch deep.  Pay attention to your drills, you only get one chance to plant a really good crop. When you plant into cold soils with a limited time to emerge you must remember a couple of things.  Always put on an increased rate of Metalaxyl, trade named Apron XL or Allegiance or Attendant.  The standard seed treatments and blends do not have enough protection for this application.   Always plant with enough time for the plant to emerge and develop at least four leaves.  This is the most winter stage of development for many of the varieties that we have tested.  One other trick is to place in the furrow with the seed a good dose of phosphate.  We like 11-52-0 as a starter for initial root development and secondary roots are what makes the difference in fall planted DNS.
WINTER GROWER MEETINGS

     Many of you who attended our winter seed meetings found out about some new seed treatment products.  Proceed is a new entry from Bayer and will soon be available with Gaucho as a premix.  Rancona, from Chemtura is also a good candidate for fall control of detrimental fungi in the soil.  Dividend, with or without Cruiser, Raxil XT and Stamina are all good choices.  You heard from Jon Luoma of Bayer Crop Science, Doug DesChamp from Syngenta, and Arron Esser, the Lincoln Adams Co. Extension agent, and they all said these products offer a really good return on your investment.  Remember you can apply any combination of these fungicides and insecticides to your seed at the time of purchase at Tri State Seed.  This investment amounts to between $2.00 and $4.00 per acre.

We have also seen the visual effects of root developer on the seed.  Seed Vigor is a product that has shown a remarkable ability to promote secondary root development.  It is a combination of plant growth regulators including auxins, indole 3 acetic acid and giberlic acid that together really gets the plants off to a great start.  If you do not have the ability to put down in row fertilizer this is a must use product. Increased root development means increased nutrient availability and will often lead to increased plant health and vigor.

CORN SALES
     We had several of you mention this year that you did not know we sold corn seed.  Well we do!  We sell over 1000 bags of corn each year and it one of our fastest growing product lines.  We have both conventional and traited seed.  We are a Monsanto representative and we have the ability to save you literally thousands of dollars with a simple consultation.  Monsanto has very aggressive early season programs and with many of the most desirable discounts available early in the year.  We can also bundle you glysophate together with your seed to increase your savings when you purchase a RR hybrid. Ask about our early pay program.
NEW HARD RED WINTER RELEASE
     We are pleased to announce that we entering into a licensing arrangement with an Italian company for the production and distribution of Esperia hard red winter wheat.  Esperia has shown great agronomic potential in WSU trials this past year.  It is short in stature and lodging resistant with an excellent disease package.  One of the reasons we were attracted to Esperia is the exceptional milling and baking profile of the variety. The other reason is that it yielded 172 bu/ac in the Moses Lake nursery last year.  We are positioning Esperia as a potential replacement for NW 553 and Declo.  We hope to have seed available for commercial planting in the fall of 2011.  We will have more news on this development soon. 
http://variety.wsu.edu/   WSU Variety Testing Site
NEW WINTER BEARDLESS BARLEY
     Tri State Seed Co is also in the process of licensing OR 712 from Oregon State University.  This new variety, an awnless winter forage type, comes from the breeding program of Dr. Patrick Hayes in Corvallis, Oregon.  It is the culmination of several years of selection to improve both the seed and forage yield and the quality of Hoody Barley.  This has been a standby for many years and OR 712 has shown quite an improvement in barley stripe rust resistance and winter hardiness as well.  We will be contacting other seed dealers to solicit their interest in helping us distribute this great forage barley.
NEW ALFALFA RELEASE
     Tri State Seed Co just recently licensed a new alfalfa from CalWest Seeds.  The new alfalfa will be called TRIFECTA 2.  The variety was tested for the last several years in the WSU uniform alfalfa trials in both Pasco and Othello.  Planted initially is 2007 it has shown a 127% increase over the mean yield in the trial in 2009.  The three year average increase over the mean of the trial was 120.2%.  Fellas, this is good!  That is really not to hard to understand.   Not very often do you get to see this kind of a quantum leap in yield.  And the bonus is this is a Standfast Technology variety.  For those of you unfamiliar with this technology, it simply means a longer harvest window coupled with much faster regrowth.  This variety is actually patented to give you an extra 3 to 4 days to get the crop up and out of the field. But immediately after that the regrowth is phenomenal.  In 21 days after cutting you will see that the Trifecta is 2 to 4 inches taller than most other competitors.  It also is patented to stand very well until the bud stage. Unlike the other companies that have a standability claim, Trifecta tests much better than their wood.   We will have seed available in the spring of 2011.  Book your orders now as the supply will be limited. We will only have about 100,000 pounds for sale.  Dealers are welcome to order. Check the link to the Hay Grower site and look for the 2009 Yield Results. Trifecta 2 was tested as Pillar in the trial. That is the official name in Canada.  Regular Trifecta was tested as PGI 459.
http://www.wa-hay.org/publications/   THE WASHINGTON HAY GROWERS VARIETY TRIAL SITE

KEY AG DISTRIBUTORS  
  Not very often do I plug someone else’s product but this is one that makes us look good.  These boys are micro nutrient formulators, it is what they do.  They are not some jerk water company that has just another snake oil to sell, this material really works.  Key Ag’s Ample ZSB is a unique combination of liquid NPK, chelated micronutrients, and plant growth hormones derived from fermentation.  What does it do?  Well it certainly increases yield, because I have personally seen that.  It also increases root mass, increases nutrient uptake and relieves plant environmental and chemical stress.  How much yield increase can you get?  Typically 5 to 20% on an average crop over three cuttings.  The only way to make TRIFECTA and TRIFECTA 2 to perform better is to use this product.  Actually, it will make any alfalfa perform better.  Just don’t tell my partner that I said that!  Ample ZSB can be purchased directly from us.  Your return on investment is easily 5:1.  
SHOOTING STAR OATS
Shooting Star comes from the New Zealand breeding program run by Keith Armstrong.  This new forage type oat is unique in that it is shorter than most conventional oats but produces more tons of forage per acre in replicated trials. The plant is very erect and lodging resistant and it is also ten days earlier than Everleaf 126 to heading. Shooting Star is a bright white large seeded variety with heavy test weight.  This is the obvious choice for forage blends simply because the plant yield matches the blend maturity so perfectly.  When used in combination with Magnus Peas and Haybet Barley it is tough to beat.  You will not lodge this product, even with substantial amounts of dairy nutrients.  

Best wishes from all of us to all of you, and have a great spring.
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