Hello again from Tri State Seed,
     Harvest Update

     Harvest has begun in earnest in the Columbia Basin.  The dryland producers in Benton and Franklin Counties have harvested their first few fields and the yields are coming in with few surprises.  The Bauermeister HRW fields are doing well with early seeded fields breaking the fifty bushel mark in many areas of the county.  Paladin is also performing well in these same areas usually only slightly behind in the dry areas and marginally ahead on the better ground.  Finley suffered from early season rust and honestly doesn’t have the genetics to express the yield capacity of the more recent releases.  This season is no different than most in that varietal adaptation is the key to success.  Matching the growth habit and the physiological maturity of the variety to the time of planting has again been critical.  What I mean is that some varieties have relatively long grain filling periods and others are shorter.  If the hot weather comes at an inopportune time of the plants reproductive cycle, then yield will inevitably suffer.  Bauermeister is an Eltan backcross and the yield capacity of these cultivars is well known.  Both get their yield stability from their relatively long filling period and long maturity.  The diversity and strength of the genetics of Paladin give it amazing flexibility and yield capacity.
     One issue is become painfully evident.  When you harvest hard red winter wheat that is making forty-five to fifty-five bushels per acre and your fertilizer program last year had a yield target of thirty five to forty bushel per acre, your protein is probably going to suck.  We are hearing great reports of yields exceeding expectations but proteins are definitely down.  There are well defined management strategies that will help mitigate the deficit in protein.  Fertilizer is an investment not an expense.  You simply cannot lose nitrogen out the bottom of the soil profile in an area that typically has seven to nine inches of annual precipitation. I know this for a fact because we have core tested our own farm to a level of ten feet.  The reason I am so concerned about this is that too many people will falsely assume that they can’t raise good red wheat with out a lot more fertilizer.  This is not necessarily true.  As Rich Koenig at WSU has repeatedly stated, it’s not the amount of nitrogen that is so important but the position of what is there that is important.  You must have some plant food available at the same level the roots are feeding when the time comes for the plant to fix protein to have protein in the crop.  If you want more help on this please call.
     The first irrigated fields have also been harvested mostly close to the rivers.  Declo is doing very well with initial yield reports of one hundred fifty to one hundred sixty being the norm.  The early planted Declo is doing the best because it was well into vegetative development before any hot weather came to the area.  Eddy is not holding up to expectations.  If you will remember  (the) predictions were that Eddy  (would be)a great wheat to plant in the intermediate to high rainfall areas but not well suited for the irrigated management systems of the central basin.  This is certainly true this year.  Preliminary yields in Mattawa and on the river are twenty to thirty bushels less than Declo.    Paladin is a better choice for irrigation than Eddy; the university variety trial information has repeatedly proven this to be true. 
Irrigated yields of soft white are also doing well.  Westbred 528 is yielding well.   528’s weakness is its susceptibleness to spring fungi.  2 chemical apps are needed to keep it healthy. 
     Conservation Reserve Program 

     If you are contemplating seeding a conservation reserve field this fall, the time to order your grass seed is now.  The new crop grass is coming off and the quality looks good.  Pricing should be lower than last year.  The reason we are encouraging you to look at this now is our experience last year.  It was about this time when the fires really got going good and the institutional buyers, meaning the DNR and the BLM started filling up their warehouses. They literally sucked most of the good higher quality lots off of the market and those that waited to order were left with what was leftover.  Consult your local FSA guys for their recommendations.  One thing that we are finding is that there is a wide variation between county committee recommendations and what will be allowed in one county as an approved blend may not be considered to be even close to an approved blend in an adjacent county.  These differences can exceed thirty dollars per acre for the same reseed recommendation on fields that adjoin each other except for the county line between them.  So, do your homework and call us, we can help your seeding be a success.
     Seed Contracts

     Tri State Seed is looking for seed contract growers.  Every year we seem to need more seed grown. Many of these crops require special conditions to optimize their yields.  We especially need growers that have dryland acres and also irrigated producers that have supplemental irrigation available.  We also are looking for producers that have gravity or rill ground for several special projects.  We have fixed price contracts and market based pricing contracts.  We have foundation seed contracts, registered seed contracts and certified seed contracts.  Please contact Craig for details.  Some of these seed increases are perfect for those smaller acreages.  If you have a clean field please give us a call.
     On Demand Treating

     We are proud to announce that this fall we will be offering our customers seed treating by prescription.  That is to say within certain limits we will be able to provide you with any number of combinations of fungicides, insecticides and biological products for your specific seed treatment needs.  For an example, if you have to seed in August and need early season aphid control because of all of the corn that is planted in the basin, we can apply a product that will address this issue on the first couple of loads of your seed.  Later on if you need a product that is particularly effective against Fusarium because you have a history of that disease on a particular field, we can then change your seed treatment application to address this issue.  If you think that early season secondary root development is critical to the success of your crop, then we can add the proper product to insure that the plant has all of the seedling nutrition it needs to emerge quickly and vigorously.  We have one customer that swears that if his seed has green dye on it, then it will come up through a gravel road.  We can do this also.  Obviously we are excited about this offering and we hope you use it to your advantage.
     New Comptroller

     We are pleased to announce that Mr. Jeremy Vander Vegt has joined our small company.  Jeremy comes to us from the wet side of the state, but never fear he is a Cougar.  Jeremy grew up in the Sedro Wooley area and comes to us from an accounting firm in Bellevue.  Please stop in and introduce yourself.  We also have two new part time harvest assistants in the office this summer.  Karma Halliday and Jenny Hartley.   

     Seed Notes

     Other comments that may be of interest to you.  Our supply of Clearfield Bruehl is quickly approaching sold out status.  Also Clearfield Finley, now known as Fineway, is also close to being sold out.  Supplies of ORCF 101 and 102 may also be very short soon.  It seems that the lack of rainfall in certain areas of the Palouse have prevented the degradation of chemicals normally used on peas and lentils.  These ACH inhibitor classes of chemicals like Pursuit normally degrade well with adequate moisture, but the residual effects on the following wheat crop can be quite devastating.  The Clearfield tolerant varieties are a good choice if you have any uncertainty regarding chemical carryover.  Consequently, order your Clearfield products soon.
     We have a good buy on carry over Eddy, call if you have interest.  This variety just doesn’t fit our sales area well enough to keep it around.  We also have good supplies of year old Bauermeister, Finley, Boundary and Paladin.  We over estimated a bit last year and now those of you that like the emergence of year old seed can take advantage of old crop prices also.  Quantities are limited so order early.

     Canola prices are skyrocketing.  The market continues to be very strong.  We will have adequate supplies of DeKalb RR varieties and a new indeterminate type of RR canola called Camas that looks real promising.
     Some of the conventional alfalfa supplies are getting real short.  Obviously some of the breeding companies that ramped up for the RR varieties got caught with the injunction prohibiting the sale of the RR technology.  We all hope that this ridiculous injunction is resolved quickly.  We are in the process of putting in our first year of trials to measure both yield and quality of conventional alfalfas in Connell. We will have thirty varieties replicated and randomized three times.  We are having continued success with both the DeKalb 42-15 alfalfa and the Cal West Seeds Trifecta.  The Dairyland varieties are also performing very well through the second cutting.  The quality tests that I have seed so far are impressive.
     Thanks for your words of encouragement and past business.  We wish you many blessings and a safe and bountiful harvest!

Dana L. Herron                                                          Craig O. Teel

